Hepatitis E Virus; What’s New?
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1. Acute hepatitis

2. Chronic hepatitis

3. Extrahepatic manifestation
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. Hepatitis E infection in special groups
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Primary route of transmission  Fecal-oral (contaminated  Ingestion of undercooked meat

water)
Characteristics of patient Young, healthy patient Mostly elderly with co-morbid
disease
Rate of icteric illness High Low
Chronic infection Not reported Among immunosuppressed persons
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Extrahepatic manifestation
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Immunocompetent Immunosuppressed
Presentation Often asymptomatic Rarely asymptomatic
ALT at presentation 1,000 - 3,000 U/L 300 U/mL
HEV genotype 1,2,8,4 3
HEV diagnosis Anti-HEV IgM, PCR PCR
Outcome Resolving hepatitis 60% turn to chronic infection
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Hepatitis E infection in special groups
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